
Exemplary teaching of English learners rests on the following 6 Principles:

1. Know your learners. Teachers learn basic information about their students’
families, languages, cultures, and educational backgrounds to engage them
in the classrooms and prepare and deliver lessons more effectively.

2. Create conditions for language learning. Teachers create a classroom
culture that will ensure that students feel comfortable in the class. They
make decisions regarding the physical environment, the materials, and the
social integration of students to promote language learning.

3. Design high-quality lessons for language development. Teachers plan
meaningful lessons that promote language learning and help students develop
learning strategies and critical thinking skills. These lessons evolve from the
learning objectives.

4. Adapt lesson delivery as needed. Teachers continually assess as they
teach—observing and reflecting on learners’ responses to determine whether
the students are reaching the learning objectives. If students struggle or are
not challenged enough, teachers consider the possible reasons and adjust
their lessons.

5. Monitor and assess student language development. Language learners
learn at different rates, so teachers regularly monitor and assess their
language development in order to advance their learning efficiently. Teachers
also gather data to measure student language growth.

6. Engage and collaborate within a community of practice. Teachers
collaborate with others in the profession to provide the best support for
their learners with respect to programming, instruction, and advocacy.
They also continue their own professional learning.
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