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Candidate’s Statement
What do you believe is a burning issue in TESOL today; what would you as a leader of
the largest international association in the field plan to do about it?
I am running for President-Elect of TESOL International because I am excited by the
association’s mission moving forward. I want to lead an association that proudly promotes the
linguistic and cultural assets of the educators and students it represents. I have the time,
energy, commitment and vision to guide our association to be big, bold and ambitious with its
future plans.
As TESOL educators, we sit within a multilingual landscape and are proud to do so. When we
speak for the English language learning rights of the student, we speak also for their mother
tongue rights.
As TESOL educators, we sit within a global context and are proud to do so. When we act for
English language teachers and their students, we do so knowing they live in diverse contexts
which shift their needs, and we respond to that diversity.
We are an association of committed individuals, and dynamic groups providing professional
knowledge and support to one another as we pursue the most important job in the world –
teaching. I am excited by the prospect of harnessing the expertise of our members to not only
raise the profile of the profession globally, but to share our collective wisdom and resources to
the benefit of both our members and the students we work with.
Beyond the crucial tasks of ensuring the association remains economically healthy, and
responsive to its members’ needs, a presidency should be marked by a clear narrative.
And my presidential story thread will be to communicate to the world the value and the power of
a great teacher, and to promote the expertise and strength of collectives of English teachers
through our Interest Sections, our Professional Learning Networks and our Affiliates around the
globe.
I will give TESOL professionals voice – I will speak with you, and, if you need it, I will speak for
you and all at times I will stand by you.

