Public Speaking Assignment

Overview
This activity was developed as an assignment in a university level public speaking course developed for international students who use English as an additional language. The textbook for the course is an Open Education Resource entitled Exploring Public Speaking, 4th Edition. This assignment focuses on two elements of the Canons of Rhetoric: Memory and Delivery, which are discussed in Chapter 1 of the textbook. The assignment was created to help students develop public speaking skills by mirroring or imitating a TED Talk speaker. 
Below are details of the assignment provided to the students.
Pre-Presentation Work: 
· Choose a TED Talk that is interesting for you. Below are some good options but you can choose your own. 
· The 25 Most Popular TED Talks of All Time
· Watch the TED Talk and make notes on the presenter's public speaking skills.
· Does the person use eye contact well?
· Does the person tell a good story?
· Does the person use pictures or graphs to increase interest? 
· Does the person use humor? 
· Does the person use intonation or pausing to add effects?
· Does the person move or stay in one place? 
· Does the person speak clearly? 
· Choose a 20-30 second section that is particularly interesting and well developed
· Practice imitating the speaking for the full 20-30 seconds. 
· Use the transcript for support with the language, 
· Include pauses and intonation as best you can. 
Use the checklist below when developing your slides.
· Introduce yourself (10-20 seconds)
· Offer a brief description of the TED Talk's topic   (30-60 seconds)
· Analyze the presenter's public speaking skills, using the above listed questions for guidance (30-60 seconds)
· Show a clip of the section you are imitating (20-30 seconds)
· Imitate the section (20-30 seconds)
· Conclude your talk by reflecting on your performance (30-60 seconds)
· What did you do well?
· What could you work on for the future? 
· Reference your source (the TED Talk)
Presentation time limit: 5 minutes maximum 
What will you do in class? 
· You will each join a group of 3-4 students.
· You will play your video for your group (from your computer)
· You will answer questions about your presentation. 
· You will watch other students present their videos.
· You will ask other students questions about their presentations. 
Rubric 
	Rating Scale: 
25 = Completely Effective
22.5 = Moderately Effective
20 = Somewhat Effective
15 = Ineffective


	Criteria
	Rating
	Comments

	Content & Organization

	· Presentation incorporates all elements of assignment: Introduction, Description of TED Talk, Analysis of Presenter’s Skills, Clip of TED Talk, Imitation of Talk, and Reflection
· Slides include reference to TED Talk according to APA guidelines
· Presenter adheres to suggested timing of talk for a total duration not to exceed 5 minutes
	

	
	25
	22.5
	20
	15




	Grammar and Vocabulary

	· Uses a wide and diverse range of appropriate structures and verb tenses naturally and appropriately with consistent accuracy
· Demonstrates a wide range of relevant vocabulary with strong flexibility and precision
	

	
	25
	22.5
	20
	15





	Pronunciation and Fluency

	· Requires little to no effort to understand
· Effortless fluency with natural flow of speech; minimal unnatural pausing
· During imitation segment, presenter demonstrates stress and intonation patterns used by the TED speaker
	

	
	25
	22.5
	20
	15





	Visuals and Public Speaking

	· Uses well designed visuals that contribute to the content, with no errors
· During imitation segment, presenter demonstrates the eye contact, gestures and other nonverbal communication strategies used by the TED speaker
	
	
	25
	22.5
	20
	15




	
Total
	 
  ___/100
	





