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What do 
teachers 
think?

• What do language teachers think about when asked what 
research is

• Many list characteristics associated with a positivist view 
of research, 

• Many associate it with terms  like:
• Scientific, 
• objective, 
• experimental, 
• statistical, 
• generalizable (Borg, 2003 as cited in Coombe & 

Sheetz, 2015)
• A teacher’s view of research depends on where they are in 

their career
• Solely focused on teaching?
• On the promotion track?



Teacher 
engagement 
with/in 
research

• There are two important distinctions:
• Engagement with research
• Engagement in research

• Engagement with research includes:
• Reading scholarly articles & other publications
• Attending research-based presentations in person or 

online

• Engagement in research includes:
• Doing research in one’s own teaching context

• Both are seen as a valuable contribution to a teacher’s 
professional development



Are you a 
teacher 
researcher? 
(Reinders, 2023)

• Do you sometimes try out new materials or teaching methods 
in your classroom?

• Do you evaluate their effectiveness?

• Do you reflect on your teaching?
• Do you discuss common teaching ideas or issues with your 

colleagues?

Guess what???
• You experiment, evaluate, consider implications and 

communicate them with others.



Think-Pair-Share: 

Have you ever 
incorporated research 
or a research-based 
finding into your 
classroom? 
What was it?

Ausubel’s (1968) idea of an “advance organizer” is to relate what a 
student already knows to the new content to be learned and thus 
increase retention. Advance organizers should be at a higher level 
of abstraction, generality, and inclusiveness than the content to be 
presented. Although not technically advance organizers, some 
faculty may choose to provide overviews, outlines, statements of 
objectives, pre-instructional questions, etc. for similar reasons 
(Chen & Hirumi, 2009).

Advance Organizers ARE:
• Organizational cues
• Tools that help connect the known to the unknown
• Frameworks for helping students understand what it is 

they’ll be learning



Think-Pair-Share:  
Have you ever 
incorporated 
research or a 
research-based 
finding into your 
classroom? What 
was it?



Lana’s 
example 
of research that impacts 
teaching



Defining 
teacher 
research

• Does not dictate a specific method
• Action research is one method that resonates with what 

teachers are trying to do in their classrooms

• TR is its own methodology
• Argues that Ts have the authority to conduct research in their 

own classrooms
• Ts are in a better position to conduct this research



Research on 
teacher 
research 
engagement & 
literacy

• Basic concept of research engagement has been debated 
for years

• Seen as a way to achieve growth and find answers to 
questions (Mercer & Xerri, 2018)

• Some argue that research engagement is not something 
language teachers need to concern themselves with 
(Maley, 2016; Medgyes, 2017)

• Only a small % of teachers are research  engaged on a long 
term basis (Maley, 2016)

• Teachers advised to rely more on intuition and experience 
rather than on research (Medgyes, 2017)



Advantages of 
being research-
literate and/or 

research-engaged

• Allows Ts to become better at what they do 
(Zeichner, 1999) 

• Helps Ts find their voice (Rainey, 2000) & 
challenge their beliefs

• Helps Ts become more flexible and open to new 
ideas

• Form of PD that can provide teachers with a 
new perspective

• Enables Ts to solve problems within their 
classrooms 

• Produces knowledge about what is happening 
at all educational levels

• Adds to the knowledge base of the profession
• Improves the school culture
• Raises the status of the 

institution/program/department



Major findings of 
teacher research 

engagement

• Teachers who conduct or have conducted 
research report 

• significant changes to their understanding of 
teaching (Richards & Farrell, 2005)

• experiencing professional and personal 
growth

• decrease in feelings of frustration and 
isolation

• improved attitudes towards research 
(Boudah & Knight, 1996)

• increased positive interactions with students 
(Boudah & Knight, 1996)

• privileged access to real-life data (Vasquez,  
n.d.)   

• This topic was found to be one of four primary 
directions in a large-scale study conducted by the 
TESOL Research Professional Council (2023)



Obstacles that hinder 
teacher research 
engagement and 

literacy (Borg, 2003)

• Despite widespread agreement about the 
importance of research, it is often a 
neglected area.  Why?

• Teacher fear (confusion with terminology; 
assumptions that researchers need special 
skills that Ts don’t have;  research output is 
not accessible to the average teacher) 
(Coombe & Sheetz, 2015)

• Terminology:  types of research, 
methodologies, methodological 
frameworks, paradigms, data collection 
methods (Coombe & Sheetz, 2015)

• Inaccessibility-belief that researchers write 
for other researchers

• Lack of local relevance- research does not 
relate to teachers’ own teaching/learning 
contexts



Obstacles that 
hinder teacher 
research 
engagement and 
literacy (Borg, 
2003)

• Lack of ownership—when Ts are not 
involved, they view the process as top down; 
can lead to feelings of negativity

• Lack of credibility—when previous factors 
are missing, Ts feel a lack of credibility; 
compounded when the R lacks teaching 
experience (ivory tower belief)

• Pressure—lack of time due to daily 
increasing demands of the classroom

• Implied inadequacy—when conducting 
research to solve a problem you are 
admitting to a problem

• Self image—belief that Ts are knowledge 
implementors and there’s nothing worth 
studying in my CR

• Lack of recognition- belief that academic Rs 
don’t take TR seriously; TR is undervalued

• Lack of technical knowledge



What support do teachers 
need to enable them to 
engage with or in research? 

(Borg, 2013; Xerri & Pioquinto, 
2018; Hiasat, Coombe & 
Bouslama, 2019)

• The opportunity to research the Qs they have 
about language T & L

• Training in RQ development

• Training in research instrument development
• Training in data analysis
• Training in different research approaches

• Support from mentors who have experience in 
research

• The opportunity to collaborate with colleagues 
to do research

• Recognition from their institutions on the 
research they conduct

• The opportunity to disseminate the results of 
their research



Our 
recommendations:  
Being research 
engaged 

What training do you need to carry out your 
research

Think about your audience (Who needs to hear 
about your results?)

Think about your impact (do you want to inform, 
prescribe, warn, prevent, encourage, inspire…..)

Think about your platform
Consider making your research instruments 

available or open access

Going further afield to conferences, webinars, 
inservice/preservice events

Putting it out there for the world to see (in print or 
through videos….)



Our 
recommendations:  
Getting your 
research published

Many universities around the world require that their 
students publish their research in a journal prior to 
graduation.

Our best advice:
• Work together with like-minded professionals
• Work around common themes in your scholarship
• Think about your impact:  Google Scholar profile, h 

Index, Orcid ID, altmetrics
• Ask around about potential vehicles for your 

research but beware of predatory publications-
check the Beall's List of Potential Predatory Journals 
and Publishers https://beallslist.net/

• Support the scholarship and research of your 
colleagues

• Don’t stress out if you’re not as prolific as your 
colleagues

https://beallslist.net/


Research and AI: 
Custom GPT for Classrooms of Tomorrow (CoT)

Classrooms of Tomorrow Custom GPT:
LINK

https://chatgpt.com/g/g-679f5f5921888191b5cdc48812364ae6-classrooms-of-tomorrow-agent


Essential Elements

https://chatgpt.com/share/69687ae7-3e28-800e-b57b-
e5f6a885acc0

The essential elements for the Classroom of Tomorrow are built 
on a visionary framework that redefines learning spaces, teaching 
strategies, and educational values to prepare students for an 
increasingly complex and interconnected world. Synthesizing 
multiple authoritative sources from your documents, here are the 
seven essential elements that consistently emerge:

1. Global and Environmental Awareness

2. Self-Care, Happiness, and Well-Being

3. Movement and Mobility

4. Cultural and Intercultural Competencies

5. Community Engagement and Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR)

6. Emerging Technologies and AI

7. Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Access (DEIA)
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Help with Research Topic based on CoT
Elements LINK

https://chatgpt.com/share/69687ae7-3e28-800e-b57b-e5f6a885acc0


Research and AI: 
Custom GPT for Research Agent LINK

https://chatgpt.com/g/g-678f8868d42c8191accc57bf96d6b431-research-agent


Sample AI Chat with Research Agent
LINK

https://chatgpt.com/share/69687e43-29d0-800e-a524-60822da73689


Christine’s thoughts on 
the research landscape

As a journal editor- Christine 
• Huge increase in the number of articles 

submitted for publication
• Increase in the number of authors attached 

to each submission
• Increase in the pressure from potential 

contributors to hurry along the process
• Decrease in the number of qualified 

professionals who volunteer to review 
submissions

• Increase in the time it takes a reviewer to act 
upon a review

• In addition to anti plagiarism matches with 
submissions we now have to worry with 
ChatGPT



Christine’s 
thoughts on 
her own 
research 
journey

Started my journey with research engagement and literacy in 
1988

Went from purely quantitative orientation to 
qualitative/MMR

Took me 10 years or so to achieve proficiency in my primary 
empirical focus (Assessment/Testing)

Focused on other areas in the next 10-15 years (leadership & 
management, research methods, TBLT, teacher 
effectiveness/evaluation etc.)

Now have introduced Multilingualism research to my 
repertoire and trauma informed leadership through narrative 
inquiry



Lana’s  
thoughts on 
her own 
research 
journey

Started my journey with research engagement and literacy in 
2014 as doctoral student

Went from purely qualitative orientation and branched out 
MMR

Started out with my primary research focus on technology in 
higher education and continued on this pathway adding AI

Focused on other areas in the next years (future foresight in 
strategic leadership, research methods, research literacy, 
classrooms of tomorrow, emotional intelligence)

In the future plan to introduce  future foresight & AI , the 
future of language assessment, and intercultural 
competencies and global citizenship



Where do we 
go from here?

Some questions we are considering:

• How can we be more productive in research? In the 
age of AI?

• How much more productive do we need to be?
• What should we keep doing/give up to make this 

happen?
• What other areas are we interested in doing research 

in?

Consider asking yourself these or similar 
questions about your own research journey!



Working on your Academic Journey

Registration Number: 6xPDpP0rkwgv9TlL 

Certificate: https://www.copyrighted.com/work/6xPDpP0rkwgv9TlL

https://www.copyrighted.com/work/6xPDpP0rkwgv9TlL


PRSF Framework 
(Professional Research Standard Framework)

Registration Number: wXqQzrJgMGQ1c9Av 

Certificate: https://www.copyrighted.com/work/wXqQzrJgMGQ1c9Av

https://www.copyrighted.com/work/wXqQzrJgMGQ1c9Av
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What can you do to be become more 
research literate?

TESOL Research Directions and Agenda
HCT Applied Research Grant 



Curtis, J.H., Uştuk, Ö., Salama, A., Coombe, C. Hong, H., 
Kitson, C. (2024) TESOL Research Directions 2023-2027 
Report. TESOL Publications.
https://www.tesol.org/media/oijnexn0/research-
directions-report_v4.pdf

https://www.tesol.org/media/oijnexn0/research-directions-report_v4.pdf
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Supporting 
teacher 

research 
engagement 
and literacy:

Two- year project featuring
• A mixed-methods study on Research Literacy

• The production of a number of resources to assist teachers with 
Research Literacy

Two- year project entitled Research Education in Times of Change

Funded by Higher Colleges of Technology IDG # 113145
PI: Dr. Lana Hiasat
Co-PIs: Dr. Christine Coombe, Dr. Faouzi Bousalama, & Dr. Nadia 
Kettell



Publication # 1:
Coombe, C., Hiasat, L., Johnston, D. & Dastakeer, W. (2019). The A to Z 
of Research Literacy.  TESOL Arabia Publications.  



Publications # 2: 
Mohebbi, H. & Coombe, C. (2021). Research Questions in 
Applied Linguistics and TESOL.  Springer.  
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-79143-8

152 Chapters- 814 pages
• Part I Teaching and Teaching-related Topics

• Part II Learners and Learning-related Topics
• Part III Assessment and Assessment-related Topics
• Part IV Language Skills and Subskills

• Part V Teachers and Teacher Education

• Part VI Technology and Technology-enhanced Instruction
• Part VII Politics, Policies and Practices in Language Education
• Part VIII Research and Research-related Topics

• Part VIII Research and Research-related Topics
• Part IX Applied Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-79143-8
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Publication # 3:
Coombe, C., Hiasat, L. & Daleure, G. (2022).  English 
Language and General Studies Education in the United 
Arab Emirates.  Springer.
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-16-8888-1

29 Chapters- 528 pages

Part I Theoretical Perspectives
Part II Empirical Perspectives 
Part III Practical Perspectives 

Published May 2022
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Additional 
Resources

diagnostic assessment entitled

 “How research literate are you?”- Use Custom GPT; 
Research Agent

LINK: https://chatgpt.com/share/69688c75-9cec-
800e-9969-df4a3ef87871

Infographic entitled “15 Characteristics of a 
research-literate teacher”

A series of PPT presentations, screencasts and/or 
videos on research-related content to be used for 
professional development, training and instruction

Coming soon: 

TIRF is developing a video series on research literacy

https://chatgpt.com/share/69688c75-9cec-800e-9969-df4a3ef87871
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“How research literate are you?”
Use our Custom GPT:  Research Agent



Online Jeopardy 
Game 

https://jeopardyla
bs.com/play/an-a-
to-z-of-research-

literacy
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Quizlet 
https://quizlet.com/644645532/a-to-z-of-research-
literacy-flash-cards/?x=1qqt

Kahoot!
https://create.kahoot.it/share/how-research-literate-are-
you/78aca491-13fa-44b5-ba30-3c3ff3aa0a3e
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Coming Soon: Research Activity book: Sample submitted Activity 



Activity Book 
sample 
topics  



Research Finding of the Day 



Screencasts & Video PPTs 

Sample: 



Research Fundamentals Certificate Course: 
5 Sessions
Webinar # 1: Sep. 23rd, 2021, | Registered Participants 265

• Research Engagement and Literacy
Webinar # 2: Oct. 26th, 2021, | Registered participants 154

• Framing and Defining Your Research Project
Webinar # 3: Nov. 16th  , 2021, | Registered participants 245

• Choosing an Appropriate Research Method
Webinar # 4: Dec. 7th , 2021, | 219

• Exploring Different Types of Research and Ensuring Research 
Ethics

Webinar #5: February 1st , 2022, | Registered participants TBA
Topic TBA



Sample Webinar
If interested in 
organizing a 
similar event, let 
us know!

online: 
October 26th, 
2021
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