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Past Award Recipients (since 1999)

Year Outstanding Advocate Nominated by
2025 Ozgehan Ustuk
2024 Amira Salama
2023 Grazzia Mendoza
2018 Rebecca Vonderlack-Navarro
2017 Gil Mendoza WAESOL
2016 Gustavo Torres Maryland TESOL
2015 Premiere Kathleen Wynne TESL Ontario
2014 David Bautista Oregon TESOL
2013 Rep. Roberto Alonzo TexTESOL V
. PennTESOL-Eastby
2012 Len Reiser, Esq Intermountain TESOL
2011 David A. M. Ware, Esq. LaTESOL
2010 State Rep. Jeffrey Sanchez MATSOL
2009 Rep. Jared Polis COTESOL
2008 Rep. Tim Bishop NYS TESOL
2007 Sen. Maria Cantwell WAESOL
2006 Rep. Debbie Wasserman Sunshine State TESOL
Schultz
2005 Gilette Irby TexTESOL IV
2004 Assemblywoman Jackie CATESOL
Goldberg
2003 Dr. Alvin Thornton Maryland TESOL
2002 State Senator Pete Suazo Intermountain TESOL
2001 Governor Tom Vilsak Mid-America TESOL
2000 Dr. David Lam B.C. TEAL
1999 Assemblyman Ed Sullivan NYS TESOL

From 2002-2010, a separate award recognized individuals from outside the United States who
advocated for, and on behalf of, the ESL/EFL profession. Past honorees have included:

Year Honoree Nominated by
2002 Dr. Victor Galindo Sanchez Mexico TESOL
2003 Raffaele Sanzo TESOL ltaly
2004 Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al TESOL ARABIA
Nahayan
2005 Dr. Vladimir Kurilov FEELTA (Russia)
2006 Sergio Bitar TESOL Chile
2007 Léon-Charles Ciss ATES (Senegal)
2008 Dr. K. Lakshminarayana FORTELL (India)
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2009 Goran Andonovski & Zarko ELTAM (Macedonia)
Hristovski
2010 Minister Lucy Molinar Panama TESOL
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