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U.S. Federal 
Policy and the 
ELT Field

• 2025 Year in Review
• 2026 What to Expect
• Taking Action in support 

of educators, learners, 
families, communities



2025 Year in Review: Shift in Federal Focus

• Civil Rights
• U.S. Department of Education
• Educational and Cultural 

Affairs
• Visas and Travel Bans
• Funding and Appropriations

• Professional Development
• Family Engagement
• Language Access
• Loss of Soft Diplomacy
• Educational Disruption
• Teacher recruitment and 

retention



Rolling into 2026

• Appropriations
• Civil Rights and ImmigrationPreK-12
• Appropriations
• Workforce DevelopmentAdult
• Shift in Student Destinations
• Institutional Support and SustainabilityHigher Ed
• Professional Learning and Support
• Impact on LoansProfession



Free Resources from the AFT—Accessible to Everyone

www.ColorinColorado.org

www.ShareMyLesson.org

www.aft.org/our-community/immigration



Resources and Action

TESOL Action Alerts

Sign-up for alerts from TESOL’s 
Advocacy Action Center

FY26 Appropriations

Contact Members of Congress Now to 
Support Funding for the ELT Field, 
MLEs, Families, and Schools



Resources and Action

TESOL Blog Series TESOL English Language Bulletin






